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Via Email to: contact@tccb.gov.tr 
 
June 17, 2016 

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
Türkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbaşkanı  
(President of the Republic of Turkey) 
Cumhurbaşkanlığı Külliyesi 
06560 Beştepe,  
Ankara, Turkey 
 

Your Excellency: 

RE: Concern for Turkish Scholars and Universities 

As an association representing scholars and academic professionals, we are deeply concerned about recent 
reports of Turkish federal prosecutors placing over 1,128 professors and researchers at 89 Turkish institutions 
under investigation for signing a “peace petition”.  We are even more concerned to learn that some of the 
signatories have since been arrested and imprisoned for the alleged criminal act of spreading “terrorist 
propaganda”. 

As a member of the Canadian Association of University Teachers, we endorse the Joint Public Letter in Support 
of Turkish Higher Education sent to you on January 21, 2016 and petition for the immediate release of the 
following academics: 

• Esra Mungan, Assisstant Professor of Psychology, Boğaziçi University  
• Muzaffer Kaya, Assistant Professor of Social Studies, formerly at Nişantaşı University  
• Kıvanç Ersoy, Associate Professor of Mathamatics, Mimar Sinan University of Fine Arts  
• Meral Camcı, Assistant Professor of Translation Studies, formerly at Yeni Yüzyıl University 

It is our sincere hope that the valuable contribution of Turkish academics to global scholarship and the overall 
well-being of Turkey’s higher education built on the principles of academic freedom are not eroded by these 
recent actions. 

Signed on behalf the University of Victoria Faculty Association Executive Committee 

 

Helga Kristín Hallgrímsdóttir, President 
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cc: 
Mr.Bekir Bozdag  
Minister of Justice 
Republic of Turkey Ministry of Justice 
06659 Kizilay  
Ankara, Turkey  
Email: info@adalet.gov.tr 
 
Mr. Yekta Saraç 
Higher Education Council President 
Yükseköğretim Kurulu Başkanlığı 
Uluslararası İlişkiler Birimi 
B-7 Blok, 5. Kat 
06539 Bilkent  
Ankara, Turkey 
E-mail: cohe@yok.gov.tr 
 
The Honorable Yaşar Halit Çevik 
Permanent Representative of Turkey to the United 
Nations  
Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations 
821 UN Plaza 10th Floor 
New York, NY  
10017 USA 
Email: tr-delegation.newyork@mfa.gov.tr 
 
The Honorable Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human  
Rights 
Palais des Nations  
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org 
 
The Honorable Kishore Singh 
United Nations Special Rapporteur 
on the Right to Education 
Palais des Nations  
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Email: sreducation@ohchr.org 
 
The Honorable David Kaye 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Email: freedex@ohchr.org 
 
 

 
The Honorable Thorbjørn Jagland 
Secretary General of the Council of Europe  
Council of Europe 
Avenue de l'Europe 
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
France 
 
The Honorable Philippe Boillat 
Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law 
Council of Europe 
Avenue de l'Europe  
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
France 
Fax: + 33 (0)3 88 41 27 99 
 
The Honorable John Kerry 
United States Secretary of State  
Office of Foreign Missions 
U.S. Department of State  
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 
USA  
Email: OFMInfo@state.gov 
 
The Honorable Serdar Kılıç  
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to the United 
States  
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey  
2525 Massachusetts Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20008 USA  
Fax: +1 202 612 6744  
Email: embassy.washingtondc@mfa.gov.tr 
 
The Honorable Stéphane Dion 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G2 
Canada  
Fax: +1 613 996 9709  
 
The Honorable Selcuk Unal 
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to Canada 
Turkish Embassy in Ottawa 
197 Wurtemburg Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L9 
Canada  
Fax: + 1 613 244 2491  
Email: embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.tr 
 


